[Examination and treatment of a loose medial coronoid process in dogs].
An ununited medial coronoid process (MCP) is the most common developmental disturbance in the elbow joint of young dogs of large and medium-sized breeds. The clinical and radiological symptoms of ununited medial coronoid processes in thirty-nine dogs are reported, the presence of an ununited medial coronoid process being established by arthrotomy in these cases. Lameness was observed for the first time in these dogs, mainly Rottweilers, Retrievers and Berner Sennenhunde, and more often male dogs than bitches, when they were from four to six months of age. They showed lameness ranging from slight to severe, and the leg was frequently held in a position of abduction and outward rotation. The elbow joints involved often showed abnormal accumulations of fluid, hyperflexion and/or hyperextension being painful. Osteophytes, only occurring along the proximal border of the anconeal process, could be well assessed on the mediolateral radiographs. The appearance of the MCP, varying from normal to ununited, could best be evaluated in the mediolateral and anteroposterior medial oblique radiographs. These two radiographs were also of value in diagnosing an ununited anconeal process which was present at the same time as osteochondrosis of the medial condyle of the humerus in two dogs. The clinical symptoms were not associated with radiologically perceptible changes in some cases. Arthrotomy of the elbows showed that the entire apex or otherwise one or several fragments of the MCP, which are often wedged between the radius and ulna in these cases, may break off. Rapid post-operative improvement of locomotion is frequently reported. Preventive and diagnostic procedures carried out to make possible early institution of surgical treatment are discussed.